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SUBJECT: HARCOS/PLETCHER - PRESS HANDLING 

REF: A. STATE 112202/1 
B. CALCUTTA 1049 

1. WE HAVE PREPARED A DETAILED CHRONOLOGY OP THE WHOLE HARCOS/ 
PLETCHER CASE WHICH WE WILL BE SENDING YOU BY SEPTEL. WE ARE 
ALSO REPEATING CONGEN PICKERING'S VIEWS FROM CALCUTTA. AS 
YOU WILL SEE, THE AMBASSADOR AND MRS. MOYNIHAN, THE CONSULATE 
GENERAL IN CALCUTTA, AND THE EMBASSY HAVE BEEN DEEPLY AND EXTEN- 
SIVELY INVOLVED POR THE LAST 13 MONTHS IN TRYING TO GET THE 
INVESTIGATION COMPLETED, THE TRIAL HELD, AND HARCOS AND PLETCHER 
TREATED WITH A REASONABLE AMOUNT OP DECENCY AND RESPECT. 

HARCOS AND PLETCHER HAVE BEEN LESS THAN PULLY RESPONSIVE TO 
OUR ATTEMPTS TO UNDERSTAND THE CASE AND TO ASSIST THEM. WE 
ARE GOING TO MAKE AVAILABLE A MORE RESTRICTED VERSION OP THE 
CHRONOLOGY TO LEW SIMONS (WASHINGTON POST) AND OTHER JOURNALISTS 
WHO ASK POR IT TO INDICATE THE TYPES AND NUMBER OP CONTACTS 
WE HAVE ALL HAD WITH THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT, THE PLETCHER PAMILY, 
MEMBERS OP CONGRESS, AND THE DEPARTMENT ON THIS CASE. THIS LATTER 
CHRONOLOGY WILL NOT INCLUDE ANY DETAILS OF OUR CONVERSATIONS 
WITH INDIAN OPFICIALS, HARCOS/PLETCHER, OR THEIR LAWYERS SINCE 
WE ARE CONCERNED BOTH ABOUT COMPROMISING THE CONFIDENTIALITY OP 
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OUR EXCHANGES WITH ALL THESE AND RAISING POTENTIAL LEGAL PRO- 
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BLEMS WHICH MIGHT AFFECT THE TRIAL AND OUR ACCESS TO IT. 

2. ON THE SPECIEIC QUESTION OF WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT HARCOS AND 
FLETCHER'S CASE, WE AGREE COMPLETELY WITH CONSUL GENERAL 
PICKERING'S VIEW (REETEL B) THAT ANY QUERIES ABOUT THE SUBSTANCE 
OF THE CASE SHOULD BE REEERRED TO HARCOS AND ELETCHER'S LAWYERS. 

WE HAVE NO EORMAL KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THE TWO ARE BEING CHARGED 
WITH, AND THINK WE SHOULD AVOID SPECULATION- WHICH IS WHAT ANY 
COMMENT ON DRUGS WOULD REPRESENT. MOYNIHAN 
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